essential elements of rational happiness.
Davaine is best known for his work on the aetiology of anthrax. He assisted his teacher P. F. 0. Rayer who was the first to give an account of the bacillus, but more important were his own papers on the subject, published from 1863 onwards, which opened up the whole topic and stimulated work of the greatest importance for the germ theory as a whole. Davaine's other contributions to science were varied and important; he was a keen student of the parasitology of both animals and plants and, in 1860, published a most comprehensive work Traits des entozoaires et des maladies vermineuses de l'homme et des animaux domestiques. Teratology was another major interest and, in 1875, he reviewed the whole subject in an article of over 100 pages in Dechambre's great Dictionary. Of his many other scientific publications perhaps the most interesting from a medical point of view, were his observations on the blood leucocytes.
Considering the extent of Davaine's scientific work it is remarkable that he had no laboratory of his own and did most of his animal work at the house of a banker friend, Adolphe d'Eichthal.
Dr. Theodorides' book covers all aspects of Davaine's life and work in a most interesting way and is based on a thorough study of all the available original sources, both printed and manuscript. It is surprising that no previous biography of so distinguished and attractive personality has been published but this gap in the literature of medical history has now been filled in an admirable way. The reviewer has but one adverse comment to make-this is a very expensive book for its size, and for £5, a hard cover might reasonably have been expected instead of a poor-quality paper one.
W. D. FOSTER

